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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: XX 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL BY AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
REF: STATE 199657 

1. DESPITE CLASSIFICATION REFTEL, HAS DEPARTMENT MADE 
OR DOES IT INTEND TO MAKE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT RE TRAVEL TO 
TEL AVIV, CAIRO AND DAMASCUS? DAMASCUS BORDER REMAINS OPEN 
AND DIFFICULT FOR US TO INFORM ALL LOCAL TOURIST AGENCIES 
RE TRAVEL AMERICAN CITIZENS TO DAMASCUS. SHOULD WE INTERPRET 
CABLE AS AUTHORIZING PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OR SHOULD WE CONTINUE, 
AS WE ARE NOW, TO USE CABLE AS GUIDANCE FOR ANSWERING 
QUERIES FROM AMERICAN CITIZENS? BUFFUM 
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